
WIND 
 

 
           
Wind shows itself in many forms. Wind also has many different interpretations and 
viewpoints all through history. Here is a collection of just some of those. And then 
when you get to the Play Activity you will see our more personalized description of 
Wind in our lives. 
 
The wind is air in its active and violent aspects. It represents the spirit, the vital 
breath of the universe. J.C. Cooper points out that wind represents the power of 
spirit in sustaining life and holding it together.       
     
It is also the intangible, the transient, the insubstantial and the elusive. Winds serve 
as messengers of the gods and can indicate the presence of divinity. Cirlot notes 
that it is held to be the primary Element (of the four elements earth, air, water and 
fire) by virtue of its connection with the creative breath of exhalation. Jung in 
Symbols of Transformation points out that in Arabic (and paralleled by the Hebrew) 
the word ruh signifies both "breath" and "spirit." 
           
The winds, notes Cirlot, were numbered and brought into correspondence with the 
cardinal points of the Zodiac, so as to bring out their cosmic significance. Fernado 
Oritz in El Huracan talks about the view of the wind in ancient Egypt and Greece. In 
these countries, the wind was reckoned to possess certain evil powers. For the 
Greeks, though, this menacing implication, which they associated with Typhon, was 
reversed the moment when the fleet of Xerxes was destroyed by a tempest. 
           
In American popular mythology the word wind suggests the collective consciousness 
of the culture, moving invisible but moving so that you can feel it. No one is sure 
where it comes from, where it is going, what it brings, how to control it. John Lennon 
in the famous Playboy interview with David Sheff when asked the question what 
moved the Beatles says:       "Whatever 
wind was blowing at the time moved the Beatles...I'm not saying we weren't flags on 
the top of a ship; but the whole boat was moving. Maybe the Beatle's were in the 
crow's nest, shouting, 'Land ho,' or something like that, but we were all in the same 
damn boat." 

           
Hurricanes & Tornados 
          
At the height of it's activity, wind creates a hurricane. Jung, in Symbols of 
Transformation, notes that a hurricane is a synthesis and a conjunction of the four 
Elements and is credited with the power of fecundation and regeneration. He writes 
that it was taken up in this sense by the alchemists as evidenced in Jamsthaler's 
Viatorium Spagyricum (1625). 
           
Many graphic symbols owe their origin to the hurricane. This applies to the sigma, 
the double sigma and the swastika. At the same time, the hurricane has a symbolic 
meaning of its own. 
           



Fernando Oritz in El Huracan observes that the hurricane, like celestial bodies, has 
two characteristic motions: rotary and sideways. In its sidewise motion, there is an 
intermediary point of absolute calm. This is the so-called "eye of the hurricane." For 
American aborigines, Oritz notes, the hurricane is cosmic synergy since it contains 
three elements within it (fire or light-rays, air or wind, water or rain) and disturbs the 
fourth element - earth. It was worshipped as a diety of the winds and waters and also 
of the heavens. 
           
Hurricanes are seen as deities of the heavens because of the "eye" of the hurricane 
relates to the persistent oriental celestial symbol of the "hole" in the disc of Chinese 
jade called Pi, representing heaven. This represents the concept of the zenith as a 
void through which one may pass out of the world of space and time into 
spacelessness and timelessness. It therefore has a close relationship with the 
concepts of time and space and the mystic center where there is no time or space, 
the mystic "nothingness." 
           
Hurricanes involve violent wind over water. But when hurricanes reach land, they 
quickly die. A tornado is a the continuation of hurricane symbolism over land rather 
than over water. Therefore, the places mixed with these two wind phenomena are 
different. The oceans and the coasts, where the ocean meets land, are the locations 
of hurricanes. 
           
There is an element of surprise with tornados which is not present with the 
phenomena of hurricanes. People living in certain coastal regions can expect to 
have hurricanes every year. Tornados, though, occur in many more places and are 
more unexpected. Much of the Midwest is subject to tornados each year and they 
appear and disappear quickly without the two or three day life time of hurricanes. 
 
There are a few interpretations, involving wind, throughout history. Now let’s move 
into how it shows up in your life... 
          
 
	  


